
Report 2005 
From the time we returned from Romania in 
June 2004, we immediately began collecting 
our next load of aid including more beds, 
bedding, hand-knitted blankets, warm 
clothing, medicines, medical equipment, 
bicycles We took out 20 in all!), spectacles, 
toys, wheelchairs, prams and household 
goods. 
 
In May and June, we travelled by road and 
sea from Greenock, Scotland via Newcastle 
England, Amsterdam and across Western 
Europe to Medgidia in the south east of 
Romania about 25 miles / 40 km west of the 
Black Sea Port of Constanta. 
 

 
Above: Leaving Greenock are Gordon Lyon and 
Hugh Gilchrist watched by3-year old Fraser Allan, 
grandson of our Treasurer, Gordon Allan. 
 

 
Above: Preparing to board ship at Newcastle, 
England for the overnight crossing to Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 
 
 

 
Above: Redirected through tiny German villages 
due to an accident and road closures.  
 
This year saw the introduction of Germany’s 
toll system which means that we now pay 
substantial road tolls in every country across 
mainland Europe, a fact which increases our 
overall costs. 
 
We still sleep double bunks in the truck’s 
fitted cab and take our own food and water.  
This means that none of the charity’s money 
is spent on meals or hotel bills 
 

 
Above: Taking a regulation break in the hot 
German sun during a day’s drive.  
 
On this trip, we had a 22-hour border delay 
at Nădlac. We are well accustomed to such 
delays which are annoying at the time. This 
was an eye-opener for Hugh making his first 
trip to the country.   



Despite this hold-up, however, we are 
delighted to report that the goods were 
safely delivered to the intended recipients.  
 

 
Above: Early breakfast at the small Romanian 
village of Ilia about 3 hours’ drive from the western 
border with Hungary.  
 
When we reached our destination, once 
again, we brought medical equipment and 
much needed medicines to be used by the 
local Municipal Hospital. There is also a 
pharmacy in the “Biserica Betleem, 
Medgidia” – the local Pentecostal Church.  
 

 
Above: Gordon Lyon with some of the medicines 
and medical equipment (Including 60 crutches) 
ready for delivery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Gordon Lyon, the hospital Director, a duty 
doctor (Also the local Deputy Mayor) and Hugh 
Gilchrist.   
 
We also delivered aid for people in poor, 
rural communities and a large consignment 
of Christian literature – in Romanian – to 
help local churches, villages and teams 
operating in the Botoşani region in the north 
east of the country.  
 

 
Above: Travelling along in the picturesque 
Romanian countryside.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Above: One horsepower is still a popular mode of 
transport in many rural areas.  
 
Below and opposite are images of other 
children we met in the hospital.  
 

 
Above: A toddler receives a hospital visit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Above: A baby being comforted in hospital.  
 
What next?  
We are currently formulating our plans for 
2006 to ensure that once again the venue(s) 
to which we travel will be areas of real 
poverty. This will ensure that we can 
maximise the benefit to the needy  
 
We have already received a lot of aid 
including bedding, warm clothing, 
spectacles and toys with the promise of 
further donations to come.   
 
We are still on the lookout for premises as a 
matter of ungency having had excellent 
support from Struthers Memorial Churches 



in Greenock and Gourock. Ideally we want 
an industrial unit between 5,000 and 10,000 
ft. sq. area to allow us to receive, sort, pack 
and itemise our goods ready for shipment, 
but we would consider anything on offer.  
 
Thanks to All 
On behalf of the poor, sick and needy of 
Romania, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all who support us yet 
again by donating goods and finance and 
remembering our activities in prayer.  
 
Once again, we have been privileged to be 
the last link in the “Logistics Chain” which 
sees the aid being put into the hands of the 
needy. 
 
We are fully aware, however, that we are 
only part of the dynamic team which makes 
the task possible.  
 
Dr Gordon Lyon, 
Chairman of Trustees  
 


