
 
 

2011 Report  
Welcome to the Report of our activities throughout  2011. 

It has been a very busy time for us and I hope you find 

our Report interesting and informative.  

 

Overview  

Overall, we had a busy schedule on the trip as we were 

keen to ensure that everything went to the intended 

recipients. We also have a limited time-frame in which to 

visit as many locations as possible. We like to bring back 

as many images as we can, visit friends old and new and 

to identify other areas of need for future visits.  

 

Where did we go? 

Thanks to the continued support of so many individuals, 

churches and other groups, we were able to take our artic 

truck to Botoşani in May and deliver humanitarian aid to 

the sick, poor and needy.  

 

Not only did we unload a large consignment of aid for 

local use, but we deposited aid for use in a total of twelve 

separate locations.  

 

Like many other organisations, the trustees are always 

faced with difficult choices using limited resources. 

Delivering aid to Botoşani in the north east represented a 

change in strategy following the nine-year period from 

2002 to 2010. During that time, we delivered 

humanitarian aid to Medgidia in the south east of the 

country every year.  

 

Why visit Botoşani? 

When in Romania in 2010, we were asked if we could 

help schools in the north east of the country near 

Botoşani.  We do our very best to respond to specific 

needs as we are able and so I said that we would do what 

we could, resources perrmitting.  

 

Soon after returning to Scotland, I was approached and 

asked if we could use desks and chairs from a Glasgow 

college. A new build was in progress and the last few 

classrooms were being cleared. We accepted their 

generous offer.  

 

We had not been in that area for 10 years, so in March 

2011 fellow-trustee Colin Murray and I travelled to 

Botoşani. We visited the schools and the surrounding 

areas to identify other areas of need. It was lovely to see 

the place again and to renew friendships with former co-

workers.  

 
 

In May, we transported good quality desks and chairs 

and placed them in schools in the remote villages of 

Oneaga, Borzeşti and Dacia. We also took numeracy 

books and blackboards to other locations. These 

resources helped to improve the learning and teaching 

experience for many rural children.  

 

En route to Botosani, we gave sheets, blankets and 

nurses uniforms for use at the Emanuel Hospice in 

Oradea. It  was lovely to see Marinela Murg, Hospice 

Director again.  

 

 
Marinela Murg (Left), local helpers and Gordon 

Lyon (Right) look on. 
 

On our arrival at our final destination, the aid was off-

loaded promptly and some was collected for use in the 

town of Suceava about 25 miles / 40km away and also 

around the remote village of Stroieşti.  

 

 
Above: Some of the residents at Casa Elena Doamna 

boys’ orphanage with Dana Contac, (Centre) and 

Colin Murray, trustee (Right).   

 



Aid was also donated to the Casa Elena Doamna boys’ 

orphanage in Botoşani. We were delighted to visit this 

orphanage during our visit in March and were given a 

warm welcome. One of our Romanian co-workers, Dana 

Contac is in touch with Casa Elena and was able to 

identify specific areas of need. As a result, we were able 

to deliver warm clothing and shoes. We hope to be able to 

acquire sports and leisure items for a future trip as the 

boys have a limited area assigned for recreational use.  

 

 
Above: The exterior of the Casa Elena Doamna 

building. 

  

 

 
Above: One of our Romanian co-workers Ifrim 

Sebastian transfers aid into a local vehicle.  

 
We also gave aid to two Pentecostal churches in the town 

before travelling to the village of Buda near Botoşani and 

deposited an initial consignment of aid. Such visits allow 

us to make on-the-spot assessments of needs allowing us 

to plan for future trips.  

 
Above: Warm clothing, bedding, toys and other aid 

was given to this family in Buda near Botoşani. 

 
What else did we deliver? 

We delivered a large volume of specific humanitarian 

aid and also many other items to provide greater 

comfort for individuals and organisations.  

 

Our load included almost 2½ tonnes of warm clothing, 

bedding including babies’ knitted blankets, over a 

tonne of medical aid, wheelchairs, bicycles, toys, 

prams, Christian resources, 160 desks and 182 chairs.  

 

The distribution was carefully organised so that things 

could be put to immediate use. As you will see from 

the images throughout this report, we personally 

delivered and installed some of the items. 

 

 
Above: We took baby clothes, hand-knitted blankets, 

soft toys and toiletries.  



 
Above: A baby is comforted.  

 

 
Above: Paul Berry (In van) oversees the major task of 

unloading the truck in a very hot environment.  

 

 
Above: Walking aids arrive safely as unloading  

begins at our base in Botoşani.  

 
Above: More medical aid as wheelchairs are 

unloaded.  

 

 
Above and below: Desks being unloaded and 

transferred for prompt local delivery.  

 

 



 Above: Some of the chairs being unloaded.  

 

 
Above: Gordon Lyon, left with Head Teacher Maxim 

Vasile and some school children at Oneaga.  

 

 
Above: Desks and chairs safely installed in the school at 

Oneaga. 

 

 

 
Above: Desks and chairs safely installed in the school 

at Borzeşti. 
 

 
Above and below: We met some of the children from 

the school at Borzeşti.  

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Above: Children are curious the world over! 

 

 
Above: The school at Dacia where we also delivered 

desks and chairs.  

 
What is life like now?  

 People sometimes ask why we continue to take aid to 

Romania now that they are members of the European 

Community; surely life is much easier now, they ask?   

 

 
Above: A farmer pauses for a chat with a friend.  

 

The following images of the north east of the country 

give an indication of what life is still like in twenty-first 

century Romania in the rural areas we visited.    

Despite the basic conditions we observed, we always 

find the people to be very friendly and hospitable. As a 

result, we always look forward to our return visits. It is 

one of the lovely features of Romanian rural life. 

 

 
Above and below: Communal wells are often seen. 

 

 
 

 
Above: Ploughing the ground the hard way.  

 
 
 



Thank You – yet again!  

At the risk of being repetitive, on behalf of my fellow-

trustees and the sick, poor and needy of Romania, we 

extend a very sincere “Thank you” yet again for 

supporting us by donating goods, finance and including 

us in your prayers.  

 

All support is gratefully received and is essential. We 

never take anything or anyone for granted. Economic 

constraints have required most of us to take a radical re-

appraisal of each area of personal and corporate 

expenditure. Despite this, however, we are encouraged at 

the level of support which we continue to enjoy.  

 

If you would like to arrange a Presentation for your 

church or organisation or if you would just  like to know 

more about our work, please e-mail me at 

gordon@lyon46.wanadoo.co.uk 

 

I hope that you feel a full partner with us in this 

challenging, but rewarding work - thank you.  

 

Dr Gordon Lyon, Chairman of Trustees. 
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