
 
 

2014 Report  

Welcome to the Report of our work during 2014. As 

usual, it has been a busy time for the team. I hope you 

find the details below interesting and informative.  
 

What did we do? 

Our work involves a variety of tasks which are numerous 

and varied. We collected aid throughout the year for our 

annual trip which was then sorted, packed, labelled, 

counted, weighed and loaded. We also spent time giving 

presentations of our work to a range of interested parties.  

Thanks to the faithful support of so many individuals, 

churches and other organisations, we were able to give a 

major boost to so many people who have so little. 
 

Where did we go? 

This year Paul Berry and I travelled to Oradea in June 

where we donated much needed aid to Emanuel Hospice. 

We then spent a week going round with the hard-working 

staff. Our aim was to learn how we can best support them, 

while not interfering with their normal activities.   
 

The hospice staff care for the sick and terminally ill in 

their own homes and travel every day to bring practical 

help, comfort and relief. They also support families for a 

year following bereavement which our UK-colleagues 

concede is “a very resource-intensive task”.  
 

What did we donate? 

This year, we donated mainly medical equipment, 

walking aids, incontinence pads, bedding, clothing, shoes, 

toiletries, household goods, toys, and craft resources. We 

also delivered much-needed medicines.   
 

 
Above: Emanuel Hospice’s premises in Oradea.  
 

We were collected each morning by our colleagues and 

taken to the hospice. On the first day, we were introduced 

to the team on duty and we held a short meeting to learn 

the priorities for the day. We also discussed with Estera, 

the hospice’s social worker, how best to use some of the 

resources we had given.   

We were made to feel at home right from the start and 

throughout the week we enjoyed a very comfortable and 

hospitable stay. Some of the staff with whom we worked 

during our stay are shown below and others will be seen 

on lower pages.   
 

 
Above: Marinela Murg, the hospice’s chief executive with 

Paul.  
 

 
Above: Rodica (Left), Accountant and Damaris, Public 

Relations Co-ordinator. 

  

 Above: Corina, Administrator  
 

It was time to set off on our first visits of the day which 

would take us to the rural village of Tășad. We travelled  



with Estera who makes many home visits taking warm 

clothes, bedding, toys and other items to help her patients. 

She is also an excellent listener and provides a welcome 

means of companionship for so many. Depending on 

individual circumstances, Estera may be accompanied by 

Lydia, one of the nurses at the hospice who provides 

appropriate medical care.  
 

 
Above: Paul and Estera load up the van before we set off.  
 

 
Above: The rural setting as we enter the village of Tășad.  
 

   

Above: Gordon ready to deliver a twin pram and other items 

watched closely by Denis, a local resident.  
 

We visited two poor families in the village and brought 

warm clothes, bedding and toys. Both families had young  

children who had been very sick and were allowed to 

return home after treatment.  
 

We received a warm welcome in each home and Estera 

was able to hand over clothing, shoes and toys. Twins 

Samuel and David were just a week old at the time of our 

visit, but their twin pram was ready for them! 
 

 
Above: Paul bringing aid to a basic rural home.  
 

 
Above: Cooking utensils in place as a new kitchen is added to 

the family home.   
 

 
Above: The Covaciu family in the village of Tășad. 



 
Above: Twins Samuel (Left) and David sleep peacefully.  
 

 
Above: The Gianina family in the village of Tășad.   
 

We then visited the Aptrii family where the father was 

very sick. It was a difficult time for the family as the 

children, Narcis and Carina were no longer able to play 

with their dad and jump on him. We spent time with them 

and gave toys to the children.  
 

 
Above: Little Carina (Left) clutches her new doll.  
 

For us living in Scotland, it is all too easy to take things 

for granted in modern homes, but many houses have a 

limited electrical supply. Running water can also be basic 

with just a single standpipe or a tap with a barrel.   

 Above: Narcis plays with his new toy.  
 

 
Above and below: Water supplies to two different homes.  

                     
 

The Fun Day 

The hospice staff worked very hard to raise sponsorship 

and other support to provide a Fun Day for the children 

and their families.  
 

Attendance was open to every family with a sick loved 

one, as well as to those families who had been bereaved 

within the previous year. It was humbling for us to realise 

that behind every smiling face, there was a difficult and  



challenging situation. We were thankful that the event 

took place during our visit and we gladly attended. 
 

The local bus company helped with transport and families 

were collected at the hospice and transported to the 

Kingsland Golf and Country Club. This was a facility 

which was beyond the wildest dreams for the children! 

Management provided a delicious meal for everyone and 

gave free access for us all to enjoy pony and horse rides 

and a try at the golf range with supervised staff. The 

children also enjoyed team games and face-painting.  
 

 

Above: Eager children gather for the Fun Day 
 

Some of the toys we had collected during the year were 

taken along and given out to the children at the end of the 

day. The toys were laid out on the ground and each child 

was given a ticket with a number. Starting at Number 1, 

each child came up and took a toy of their choice. This 

was an exciting time! 
 

 
Above: Toys were packed into the van for delivery to the Fun 

Day.  
 

 
Above: Our buses at Kingsland Golf and Country Club.  

 

 
Above: Kingsland Golf and Country Club. 
 

On arrival, we were all treated to a delicious meal before 

enjoying all the wonderful facilities at Kingsland.  
 

 
Above and below: Families are treated to a delicious meal.  

 
 

We then set off to explore the facilities and began with a 

close-up look at the ponies and the giant horses. We also 

had great fun on the golf range and in the team games 

aided by the hot, sunny weather. The pictures below show 

the children enjoying themselves as they put aside their 

cares for a while.  



 
Above and below: Rides on ponies and horses.  

 
 

 
Above: A chance to learn about golf! 
 

 
Above: Team games on the grass.  
 

Next on the agenda was the face-painting which was great 

fun for children and adults alike. It could be difficult to 

recognise them with so many lovely designs.   

 
Above: The fun of face-painting! 
 

 
Above and below: Children all received toys which we had 

donated.  

 
 

All good things come to an end and by 7.00pm, even the 

children were ready to head for home. The overwhelming 

verdict was that the Fun Day had been a great success, but 

now everyone was tired but happy!  
 

More Home Visits  

We continued with our home visits and joined Estera and 

Lydia on their rounds. We delivered bedding and clothing 

to a family in Oradea and were made very welcome.  



Elizabet had gone to a lot of trouble to prepare delicious 

crumpets and juice for us. This was very welcome on the 

hot, sunny day.  
 

 

Above: The Păuşan family. Elizabet who is pictured with 

husband, Ioan and niece, Olivia.   
 

We travelled to Batăr where we visited Beniamin who has 

been receiving treatment and was now home again. We 

were able to distribute toys, blankets and children’s 

clothes.  
 

  
Above: From left, Estera, Lydia and Gordon with Beniamin 

(Centre) and his family.  
 

We had received a request to help to establish a Feeding 

Centre in Batăr. The aim was to provide a free hot meal 

each day for all children. The local mayor was very 

appreciative and helpful. He offered us the use of a local 

hall which was ideal as a first stage for the project.  
 

This Centre could be run on a similar model as other 

ventures we have assisted elsewhere in the country, but 

local support to manage the project has not been finalised.   

 
Above: In the distance, left is the only toilet facility for a large 

family.  
 

We paid another home visit in Tășad where we met Irina 

who, despite being confined to bed, was pleased to see us. 

She was delighted with her new coloured blanket and we 

also gave her pyjamas, face clothes and toiletries. Lydia 

was also on hand to provide the necessary medical care. 
 

 

Above: Arriving at a rural home to visit a patient.  
 

 

Above: Nurse Lydia sets up an air bed for a house-bound 

patient.  
 

 



 
Above and below: The horse and cart are still essential 

resources in this rural setting.  

 
 

                
 Above: Estera makes sure that she has the correct size! 
 

We visited another home with clothes and toys. Estera 

explained that the hospice’s policy is to give toys to all 

the children whether the family is large or small. It is 

important that the other siblings do not feel left out.   

 Above: Some toys are handed over.  
 

Many Romanians work very hard providing food for their 

families. The pictures below show some of the fields 

where one man toils to grow vegetables. He also keeps 

pigs.  
 

 
Above and below: This family grows its own vegetables.  

 
 

One of the hospice’s services is to provide a craft class 

which is a favourite with the children. This allows the 

children to express themselves and also have great fun.  

We joined the children and class leader Daria started with 

an activity for us to show what our dream holiday would 

be. This brought some very interesting suggestions!  



 
Above: Children in the craft class with Paul and Gordon! 
 

 
Above: Daria applies paint for the handprints. It’s great fun - 

the paint comes off easily! 
 

Other Achievements in 2014 

For many years, Ardgowan Hospice, Greenock has 

provided us with items which have been surplus to their 

requirements. We have delivered these resources to a 

range of hospitals across Romania.  
 

In 2014 staff at Ardgowan Hospice, established a link 

with staff at Emanuel Hospice to exchange ideas about a 

range of methods of working. This has already resulted in 

staff from Greenock visiting Oradea and staff in Oradea 

visiting Greenock and Glasgow. This has already proved 

to be mutually beneficial and a longer term information 

exchange project is planned for the future.  
 

Heading Home  

All too soon our visit came to an end and it was time to 

travel home. Our week’s experience with our friends gave 

us a more informed view of how they go about their 

work. Such opportunities allow us to be more specific 

when collecting aid for our next trip. 

We were privileged to have been able to spend the time 

with such a wonderful team of dedicated, Godly people. 

They were not simply doing a job of work, but their sense 

of calling was so evident every day.  
 

Despite the reduction in customs formalities since 

Romania joined the EU in January 2007, there are still 

very long and unpredictable border delays for trucks. 

Over seven years later, this can still arise when entering 

the country, leaving the country or both. 

 

Our load was delivered ahead of our visit this year and we 

flew out enabling us to spend longer in Romania.  
 

 
Above: A long line of vehicles waiting to enter Romania as we 

leave.  
 

Thank You  
I hope you have found our 2014 Report both challenging 

and helpful in learning a little of how we operate. For 

those of you who have supported our work in any way 

throughout 2014, I should like to extend a very sincere 

“Thank you” yet again on behalf of my fellow-trustees 

and the sick, poor, needy and elderly of Romania.  
 

While the work of acquiring and delivering humanitarian 

aid does not often attract media attention nowadays, the 

needs remain very real and often long-term for the people 

concerned.  
 

All support given is gratefully received and is essential. 

We never take anything or anyone for granted.  
 

As in previous years after the trip, we spent the remainder 

of 2014 giving Power Point presentations which show 

images of the distribution of goods and some of the 

recipients similar to what you have seen here. We are also 

on hand to answer any questions you may have 

concerning our work.  
 

If you would like to arrange a presentation for your 

church or organisation, or if you would just like to know 

more about our work, please e-mail me at 

gordon@saee.org.uk  
 

I hope you feel a full partner with us in this demanding,  

challenging but rewarding work - thank you again.  
 

Dr Gordon Lyon, Chairman of Trustees. 

mailto:gordon@saee.org.uk

