QVE leaving the hospice we loaded the van with the necessary
~ ’6 SCOTTISH AID TO EASTERN EUROPE  packages which Estera had carefully sorted in advance.
(A Christian Development Project)

2015 Report

Welcome to the Report of our work during 2015. As ever,
our team has had a very busy, but rewarding year. | hope
you find the details below interesting and informative.

What did we do?

Throughout the year, we collected aid for our annual trip
which was then sorted, packed, labelled, counted,
weighed and loaded. We also spent time giving a number
of presentations of our work to a range of interested
parties. Thanks to the consistent support of so many
individuals, churches and other organisations, once again
we were able to support many sick and poor people in
Romania who have so little.

Above: Loading the van before setting off. Paul, Nurse Dana,
Where did we go? Marinela Murg, the hospice’s Chief Executive and Estera.

Paul Berry and | travelled to Oradea in June where we
donated much needed aid to Emanuel Hospice. We then
spent much of our week in house visits and were taken
round by our good friend, Estera Ciobanu who is the
social worker at the hospice. On separate occasions, we
visited other homes with Dr Beni and senior nurse
Florantina Curpas. As with previous visits, our aim was to
learn how we can best support the staff, while not
interfering with their normal activities.

We travelled to the rural village of Tarian where we met
Clara whose grandson, Kevin was sick. Although unable to
meet with Kevin, Clara was very grateful for our visit
when we learned about his regular care.
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Above: Estera Ciobanu, Social Worker at Emanuel Hospice.

What did we deliver?

This year, we donated a range of goods. We gave medical
equipment, walking aids and incontinence pads. We
delivered much needed medicines which had been
purchased in the UK by the hospice. We also donated
bedding, clothing, shoes, toiletries, household goods, toys
and craft resources.

We had a busy, but very interesting schedule each day.
One our first day, Damaris Szisz, the hospice’s
fundraiser, collected us at 9.00am and took us to the
hospice. We began with a meeting with Marinela Murg, : : J :

Chief Executive to clarify details of our schedule. Before Above: Estera with Clara with the boxes of clothing and toys.




Living conditions were basic with a well in the garden
and there was a supply of firewood stored in the shed in
readiness against the cold weather.
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Above and below: A basic well and firewood in the shed ready
for cold weather.
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In Romania we always “Expect the unexpected”. AS we
left for our next visit, we saw what was to us the unusual
sight of a horse getting a refreshing wash in the local
pond. Hot and sunny weather can take its toll on both
humans and animals alike. The horse’s proud owner was
happy for us to record the occasion!

Abovei'A‘dratéfuI horse — hot day and cool water!

We travelled into town and visited 15-year old Robi who
had received surgery to his leg. We were pleased to meet
him and to be able to bring boxes of clothes. Robi is
interested in music and we discussed this at length. We
were able to forward him some CDs after returning home.
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Above: Gordon (Centre) with Robi and his mum.

We had dinner in the village of Cheriu at the home of
Florantina who works as a senior nurse at the hospice. As
we had met her husband, Pastor Nicu and their sons Titus
and Markus on our previous visit and enjoyed their
hospitality then, it was lovely to see them all again. They
have an expansive garden at the rear of their home where
they grow a lot of their own vegetables.

It is always interesting to see how many people in rural
settings work hard in the land and are self-sufficient in this
way. We were told that people tend to grow their crops
such as corn or maize in the parts of their land which are
further from their houses. The land closer to the houses is
then allocated for growing vegetables which are consumed
more frequently and can then be harvested more easily and
efficiently.



Above: The extensive garden at the Curpas family home. Above and below: Visits are covered efficiently with no time
wasted.
We set off with Dr Beni and Florantina and in the space

of three hours we visited four very sick patients in their
homes. The day was hot and sunny and we travelled
many kilometres around the area. Sickness strikes
irrespective of gender, age or occupation. We visited a
45-year old engineer, a retired former post office worker,
a bright and cheery elderly gentleman in the village of
Nojorid who was recovering well from surgery and a
former high-ranking professional gentleman.

Paul and I were privileged to meet and chat with some of
them, but this was not always possible due to their
medical condition. Appropriate, professional medical care
was given to all and Paul and | always waited in an
adjacent room do allow this to be done. We did not take
photographs in most cases.

Below: loan and his wife are happy to be photographed during
our visit.

Above: Dr Beni and Florantina prepare for a house visit.

Emanuel Hospice’s Board of Directors is currently

overseeing the building of a purpose-built hospice Our final visit of the morning was to the village of
complex. Plans show an ambitious project comprisinga ~ Sihmartin where we visited a gentleman who was very
total of twenty two beds - seventeen beds for adults and ~ sick. Prior to his illness, he had been employed in a

five beds for children. Ideally it is also hoped to provide a  Professional capacity in the hospitality industry. His wife
few beds for toddlers. The complex will allow the staff to ~ Was very appreciative of the medical care provided.
provide a wide range of professional care at a single point

of contact. Valuable time will be saved due to less

travelling.



given to the children at the end of the day. The toys were
laid out on a table and each child was given a ticket with a
number. Starting at Number 1, each child came up and
took a toy of their choice when their number was called.
This was an exciting time!

The following images capture some of the atmosphere
which we enjoyed that day in the warm sunshine.

Above: The last visit is made well after lunch time.

The Children’s Day

This event was held last year, so some of the details may
seem familiar if you have read our Report for 2014.
Although it is a ‘repeat event’ Damaris and her colleagues
on the hospice staff still had to work very hard to raise
sponsorship and other support to provide a memorable
day for the children and adults alike.

Attendance was open to every family with a sick loved
one, as well as to those families who had been bereaved
within the previous year. It was humbling for us to realise
that there was a lot of suffering and heartache for so many
people.

Above and below: Children and adults all join in the fun and
games.
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Above: Our first view of the Fisherman’s Inn.

Our Children’s Day this year was hosted by the
Management and the staff of the Fisherman’s Inn. It was
located about a 15-minute drive from the hospice. The
complex was set in beautiful rural surroundings with a lot
of attractive thatched-roofed buildings.

We started with a delicious meal of potatoes, chicken and
fish. We had bottles of juice on the table; orange, coke
and water. We had a lovely dessert later in the afternoon.
There were team games and face-painting which is
always a great favourite with the children. On this Trip,
we took out 25 boxes and 15 bags of toys which we had
collected during the year. Some of the toys were
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Above: A picture of the a 'group.‘ -

Above: Toys on the table waiting to be chosen.

We had a wide variety of toys to suit every taste and age
group. Tension grew as the children waited excitedly for
the proceedings to begin.

Once again, I would like to record a huge “Thank you” to

all the hospice staff and the Management and staff at the

Fisherman’s Inn who worked so hard to make the

Children’s Day so special and a memory which will . 5 AR ¥ §

linger for a long time! The beautiful weather also added wia |

to the day’s enjoyment. . I

Above: Renewing contact with yomjg friends.




Two fund-raising events

A constant need of the hospice staff is to ensure that
financial resources are adequate. Fund-raising has to play
a crucial role in the staff’s activities.

We met a young lady, Florina Popa Dumse who has
written and published a book with almost 80 poems about
the subject of grief. All the proceeds from the sale of the
books which is called Colt de Suflet will go to the
hospice.

Above: Florina Popa Dumsge, seated raises funds with sales of
her book.

Another fund-raising event on that Saturday was a
Swimathon organised by the staff and held in the
Olympic Pool in Oradea. This event was also used for
fund-raising by a range of other charities in the city.

Sponsorship was secured by a number of willing and
capable swimmers during the day including supporters
from Celestica Romania who gave a superb performance.

Above: Damaris, third from left with the team fm elest,
Romania.

More home visits
After we recovered from the excitement of the Children’s
Day and the Swimathon events, we continued with our
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Above: Roadworks meant a detour for our deliv

home visits which are an essential support for so many
poor families. Poverty through unemployment and illness
means that many families are unable to support themselves.

Hospice staff are given funds by a Christian couple to buy
food for struggling families each month. All money spent
is fully accounted for at every purchase.

We went and bought groceries at the supermarket after
which we visited a family in the village of Alesd.

Access to the family home was restricted as workmen
were laying a water pipe in the street outside their
home. We had to go round another way and reverse
the van slowly up a narrow lane as there was no
provision for turning our vehicle at the top of the lane.

Difficulties of access to properties can be one of the
logistical problems which the staff have to deal with in
addition to the long distances travelled and the constant
pressure of time.

i

ery.

.




The next day, we travelled to the village of Nadar with
Estera to visit the Tirpe family and their 3-year old
daughter, Isabela who was sick. We delivered bedding,
clothing, toys and food and were made very welcome.

Isabela was quiet and curious during our visit, but we heard
later that she really loved her big soft toy and was playing
with it a lot.

Above: The Mandrut family.

We delivered 5 boxes of clothes and foodstuffs to the
family and Estera was able to catch up with the family’s
news.
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Above: Achim stands at the door of fhéiF house and kitchen
area.

We said “Good-bye” to the family and travelled back
to Oradea where we visited Aniko who we had
visited last year. It’s always good to see friends again
and we brought clothing for her and her two sons.

Above Aniko, left with Estera and Paul.

Above: Isabela is encouraged by Estera.




Hospitality

Paul and | were treated to warm hospitality from many of
our friends for which we are very thankful. We dined
with with Nicu, Florantina and their family Markus and
Titus, Damaris and Romero and with, Dr Beni, his wife
Christine and their son, Emanuel.

We also enjoyed hospitality at Marinela’s family home
where we were deighted to meet her mum and her
brother, Nelu.

We had a wonderful meal together and it was lovely to
drive into the contryside and see their village.

Above: Paul and >60rdon with Marinela’s mum and brother,
Nelu.

Market views

Before leaving for home, we asked Damaris to take us to
the local market which we had not been able to explore.
Fruit, vegetables, flowers and many other items are

widely available in the market for those who can afford it.

Above: A market scene.

Agriculture plays a major part in providing food for the
area and those who have access to land and the ability to
carry out the arduous work do all they can to provide
food. This can be of immediate benefit to families and
selling the surplus can also provide a source of income

Thank You

I hope you have found our 2015 Report both challenging
and helpful in learning a little of our work. For those of
you who have supported our work in any way throughout
2015, I should like to extend a very sincere “Thank you”
once more on behalf of my fellow-trustees and the sick,
poor, needy and elderly of Romania.

The work of collecting and delivering humanitarian aid for
eastern Europe rarely attracts media attention nowadays,
but it is not our aim to put the spotlight onto us. The needs
remain very real and often long-term for the people
concerned.

All support given is gratefully received and is essential.
We never take anything or anyone for granted.

As usual, after the trip, we keep busy for the remainder of
the year. We deliver Power Point presentations which show
images of the distribution of goods and some of the
recipients similar to what you have seen here. We are also
on hand to answer any questions you may have concerning
our work.

This year, we have been receiving a lot of goods for our
next trip and we start the sorting and packing tasks early in
the New Year

If you would like to arrange a presentation for your
church or organisation, or if you would just like to know
more about our work, please e-mail me at
gordon@saee.org.uk

I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging but
rewarding work - thank you again.

Dr Gordon Lyon, Chairman of Trustees.
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