
 
 
2016 Report  
Welcome to the Report of our work during 2016. Our  
team has had a very busy but rewarding schedule. I hope 
you find our Report informative and encouraging.  
 
What did we do this year? 
As usual, we collected aid which was then sorted, packed, 
labelled, counted, weighed and loaded. We also gave 
presentations of our work to a range of interested parties. 
Thanks to the consistent support of so many individuals, 
churches and other organisations, we were able to support 
many sick and poor people in Romania who have so little.  
 
Where did we go? 
My wife Elspeth and I travelled to Oradea in June where 
we donated various items of aid to Emanuel Hospice. We 
then spent time in house visits and were taken round by 
our good friend, Estera Ciobanu who is the social worker 
at the hospice. Elspeth made home visits with Dr Simona  
while I visited other homes with Dr Beni and senior nurse 
Florantina. It was a privilege to be able to travel to the 
villages and meet the patients and their families.  
 
 

 
Above: Dr Beni and Florantina on a house visit.   
 
What did we donate?  
We donated a similar range of items as in previous years 
as the hospice’s requirements are similar each year. We 
gave medical equipment and incontinence pads. We 
delivered much needed medicines. We also donated 
bedding, warm clothes, shoes, toiletries, household goods, 
toys and craft resources.   
 
A formal audit  
The hospice underwent a rigorous inspection of its 
policies and procedures by government officials during 
the early part of our visit. This is now a standard 
requirement in Romania. The staff were working towards 
this event although the inspection was announced at short 
notice. The hospice’s standards were judged to be very  

 
high and this was a tribute to all the staff’s consistent hard 
work and dedication.   
	

 
Above: Dr Beni and Florantina check on another patient.   
 
Medicines are scarce and expensive resources which are 
essential when bringing professional medical care and 
comfort to the sick. We delivered medical supplies in early 
summer and hope send more later in the year.    
 

 
Above: Florantina and Corina check supplies prior to a home 
visit.  
 

 
Above: Medicines are stored ready for use.   



We travelled to the village of Tărian to visit Kevin. He 
has had extensive medical treatment for over a year and is 
making progress. Last year we visited him and it was 
lovely to see him again and meet his family.  
	

 
Above: Kevin loves to play with his trains!  
 

 
Above: Kevin is eager to show us his acrobatics while Mum 
looks on.  
 
We then travelled to the village of Ateaş to visit the 
Farcuta family. We delivered clothes for the family, toys 
and a set of dishes. Despite the unseasonally heavy rain,  
 

 
Above: This beautiful winter coat is perfect for size! 

it was lovely to be able to make the journey. Such visits are 
always very special for us. In addition to spending time 
with the families, we are able to show the donors who 
received their donations.  
    

				  
    Above: Lego, a bicycle and clothing safely delivered.  
 
   Below: Elspeth helps to unpack new dishes.  

			  
 
We then travelled to the village of Pauceşti and visited 
Nicholas who lives with his Mum and Gran. They were 
delighted to see Estera again and she introduced us. We 
brought toys and clothes and Nicholas quickly settled 
down to play.  
		

 
Above: Nicholas’s home in the village of Pauceşti. 



 
Above: Nicholas with his Mum and Gran as Estera and 
Elspeth look on.  
 
We set off for the village of Sărsig to meet 13-month old 
Ligia with her Mum Carman. We were introduced to baby 
David who was asleep. Three year-old Patricia was not at 
home during our visit. We brought toys and clothes which 
were gratefully received.  
 
Life is challenging in many of the villages. Many homes 
have limited running water and the water supply is often a 
single outdoors water stand. This is challenging at any 
time but is a particular problem in heavy rain, frosty 
weather and snowy conditions.  
 
In the villages electricity is often restricted to one single 
light in the room.  
 

 
Above:Gordon and Elspeth meet Ligia with Mum, Carman.  

	
Above: Ligia waves “Good-bye” as we leave.  
			
We visited the village of Ineu where we met Magdalena 
who was very sick. We took toys and clothing for the 
family. The hospice staff are careful to bring gifts for all 
family members and not only to those who are sick.  
	

 
Above: It was lovely to meet Magdelena (Second from right) 
and her family. 
 

 
Above: Sharing the toys and learnng how they work!  



The Children’s Day  
The hospice staff arranged a Children’s Day as in 
previous years when the staff treat the sick children and 
their families. Even after a family loses a member, 
support is maintained for a year following bereavement. 
This includes families of adult cancer patients and the 
families of children with cancer, but also those children 
suffering from other life-threatening and life-limiting 
illnesses. During our visit, the hospice’s caseload 
included eighty adult families and the families of thirty 
four children.  
 
Our professional medical colleagues in Scotland have 
stated that such a commitment to families is “A very 
resource-intensive task”. It is however, a task which the 
hospice staff carry out with love and dedication.   
 
We were taken by bus to the picturesque setting of the 
Fisherman’s Inn with its beautiful thatched-roofed 
buildings.  
 

	  
 Above: The Fisherman’s Inn with its beautiful thatched 
roofs. 
 
First of all we were treated to a delicious meal. The staff 
were very friendly and helpful and they did all they could 
to make our visit a memorable experience.  
 
Many of the children were meeting each other for the first 
time, but they soon made new friends and had great fun.   
 

 
Above: Enjoying a delicious meal and meeting new friends.  

 
Above: Parents, children and friends all enjoyed this special 
treat.  
 
After our meal the children enjoyed games and there was 
great excitement both in the team games and the individual 
events. Everyone was keen to be a winner.  
 

	
Above and Below: Individual and team efforts!	

	
	

		  
    Above: Waiting patiently for their turn.  



	 	
	Above: Elspeth joins the parachute game.   
 
After the games the children gathered to see the toys and 
pick a toy of their choice. We had brought many boxes of 
toys from Scotland and Estera arranged them in a lovely 
display. The plan was that the children all had the 
opportunity to look at the toys and Estera gave each child 
a number.  
	

 
Above: An opportunity to get a close look! 
 
Once everyone had their number, Estera called out the 
numbers beginning at number one and each child came 
out when their number was called and picked a toy of 
their choice. 
  

 
Above: Comparing numbers and waiting to be called.  
 
 

 
Above: Delight at being able to choose their very own toy.  
 
Teenagers’ Day Out to the Go-Carts 
This year there were many teenagers to be accommodated  
and it was decided to treat them to a more “Grown up” 
activity.  
 
The younsters were delighted to learn that the facilities of a 
local go-cart track were provided free of charge by a 
generous local businessman. He also laid on free soft 
drinks for the would-be racers!  
 
Below: Drivers selecting their helmets. 

 
 

 
Above: The peaceful track before the enthusiastic drivers tested 
their skills.  



There was a very moving incident when one of the girls 
was reluctant to take part as she thought it may be too 
risky for her. Estera explained to her that one of the staff 
would drive her slowly round the track and the others 
agreed to wait their turn. After a cautious circuit, Estera 
ran over to find out the verdict and whether she would 
like another go. The answer was “Yes” and in all, Florina 
had three circuits of the track. 	
 

 
Above: It always looks easier from the viewing gallery.  
 

 
 Above: “Thank you” to the generous owner of the track. 
		
The teenagers were then taken to a local restaurant, given 
a lovely meal and a gift. 
 
Hospitality  
While in Oradea we stayed in a guest room at the 
Emanuel Baptist Church where we had our breakfast.  
We had our lunches and evening meals with some of the 
staff each day.  
 
I was advised that funds for the purchase of evening 
meals would not be necessary as “It’ll be fine”. So it 
proved to be that everything was fine. Elspeth and I were 
treated to warm hospitality from many of our friends for 
which we are very thankful.  
 
Other friends were eager to give us hospitality, but we 
only had a limited time for our visit. It’s nice to have so 
many kind friends especially when so far from home  

 
Above: Elspeth with Dr Beni, his wife Christina and Emanuel. 
 
We dined at the home of Dr Beni, his wife Christina and 
their son, Emanuel. We also dined at the home of Dr 
Simona, her husband Sam their children David and 
Debora. We also enjoyed a meal at the home of Florantina 
and her husband Pastor Nicu and their family, Markus and 
Titus. We had lunch on Sunday at Marinela’s home where 
it was lovely to see her Mum again and her brother, Nelu.  
 
We also had a chance to catch up at the home of Damaris 
Szisz, her husband Romero and meet their beautiful 
daughter, Giulia Grace. Damaris is currently on maternity 
leave from her work at the hospice and it was a good 
opportunity to renew friendship with them over a meal.  
 
New Hospice Building  
In our Report last year, we mentioned the ambitious project 
to build a new state-of-the-art hospice building.   
 
When completed the new facility will allow the staff to 
provide a wide range of professional care at a single point 
of contact. The plan includes a Day Centre to provide 
treatment, a counselling service and also to provide for 
creative and social activities. A small In-patient Unit will  
also be built for those needing permanent provision for 
better symptom-control.  
	

 
Above: The plan of the new hospice building.  
 
At present a lot of time is taken up by travelling between 
patients’ homes. From personal experience of travelling 
with staff, the weather can range from very hot, sunny 
and uncomfortable conditions to other days of heavy rain 



and hail. We also passed several road accidents. We were 
told by our colleagues that in extreme conditions of heavy 
snow visits may be impossible.	
	
A Site Visit 
Prior to our departure for home, Marinela and Estera were 
our hosts as Elspeth and I visited the building site to see 
the progress.  
 
Despite recent heavy rain, it was quite easy to pick our 
way around without bringing too much mud into the car! 
 

 
Above and Below: Marinela and Estera show us round.  

	
 

	
Above: The hydrotherapy pool takes shape.  

	
Above and Below: Views at ground level from outside and 
inside. 	

 
 
Time to say “Good-bye” 
Sadly, the time passed very quickly during our visit and it 
was soon time to say “Good-bye” to our friends who made 
us so welcome and who treated us to such warm hospitality 
and kindness.   
 

 
Above: The team at Emanuel Hospice with Elspeth and 
Gordon.  
 
At this point, we start to consider what we can do in future 
to support the hospice and the poor in the Oradea area.  



 
Above: Gordon and Elspeth say a final “Good-bye” to Estera.  
 
Medical Update! 
Our trustees gave the go-ahead to purchase and send a 
consignment of medicines to the hospice in early 
December this year. We hope that this additional interim 
donation will be of benefit to many patients and also an 
encouragement to the staff.  
 
Thank You!  
I hope you have found our 2016 Report both challenging 
and helpful in learning a little of our work. For those of 
you who have supported us in any way, I should like to 
extend a very sincere “Thank you” once more on behalf 
of my fellow-trustees, our co-workers at Emanuel 
Hospice and the sick, poor, needy and elderly in 
Romania.  
 
The work of collecting and delivering humanitarian aid 
for eastern Europe rarely attracts media attention 
nowadays, nor is it a particularly glamorous activity. 
 
It is not our aim to seek personal attention. The needs 
remain very real and often long-term for the people 
concerned.  
 
All support given to us is gratefully received and is 
essential for us to operate effectively. We never take 
anything or anyone for granted.  
 
Our store is rapidly filling up with a lot of goods for our 
next trip and we start the sorting and packing tasks early 
in the New Year. 
 
As usual after the trip, we keep busy for the remainder of 
the year. We update this web site and publish and post out 
our annual newsletter.  
 
We also deliver Power Point presentations which show 
images of the distribution of goods and some of the 
recipients similar to what you have seen in this Report. 
We are also on hand to answer any questions audiences 
may have concerning our work.  
 
You can also e-mail us at gordon@saee.org.uk which you  

can access on this web site. 
 
If you would like to arrange a presentation for your 
church or other organisation, or if you would just like to 
know more about our work, please e-mail me at any time.  
 
I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging but 
rewarding work. Thank you again.  
 
Dr Gordon Lyon,  
Chairman of Trustees. 
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