
 
 
2017 Report  
Welcome to the Report of our work during 2017. Our  
team has had a very busy but rewarding schedule. I hope 
you find our Report informative and encouraging.  
 
What did we do this year? 
As usual, we collected aid which was then sorted, packed, 
labelled, counted, weighed and loaded. We also gave 
presentations of our work to a range of interested parties. 
Thanks to the consistent support of so many individuals, 
churches and other organisations, we were able to support 
many sick, poor and needy people in Romania who have 
so little. We expanded our work in the area to support the 
Alpha and Omega charity.   
 
Where did we go? 
Hugh Gilchrist and I travelled to Oradea in June where 
we donated various items of aid to Emanuel Hospice. We 
then spent time in house visits and were taken round by 
our good friend, Estera Ciobanu who is the social worker 
at the hospice. Once again, it was a privilege to be able to 
travel to the villages and meet the patients and their 
families.  
 
What did we donate to Emanuel Hospice?  
We donated a similar range of items as in previous years  
to meet the hospice’s regular requirements. We gave 
medical equipment and incontinence pads which are very 
scarce. We also delivered much needed medicines as well 
as nappies, nightwear, toiletries, craft items, toys and 
books.  
 
One of our first visits was to the village of Tărian to meet 
Kevin who we have known for several years. Kevin loves 
trains and we were delighted to bring him a train 
complete with a full track. We started to assemble the 
track outside, but we had to go indoors as the layout was 
too wide for the table. We had great fun as we followed 
the train round the track! 
 

 
Above: Gordon helps Kevin to set up his new train.    

Above: Estera provides a make-shift bridge! 
 

 
Above: Hugh and Gordon with Kevin’s family.  
 
We travelled to the village of Ineu and visited the Lucaciu 
family. We met them last year when their daughter, 
Magdalena was very sick. Sadly her life slipped away a 
few weeks after our visit. Emanuel Hospice continues to 
support the family, a service which is widely regarded by 
Western medical professionals as “very resource-
intensive”. We brought clothes and toys for each of the 
children.  
 

	
Above: A warm welcome from the Lucacia family.  



 
Above: The Lucacia children prepare to open the boxes. 
 
Estera took us to visit Carla who was unwell and 
receiving treatment. Patients always appreciate home 
visits and a time to chat as the days can be long when the 
family are out at work and school.  
 
While we were there, Carla’s daughter phoned to check 
up (and see) her mum. A mobile phone is a great asset 
and provides reassurance for the family who cannot 
always visit in person.  
 

 
Above: Carla’s daughter checks in as Estera looks on.  
 

 
Above: Carla with Estera, Hugh and the boxes we brought. 
 

We delivered ladies and gents clothes, toys for the children 
and a box of curtains.  
 
Carla showed us her extensive garden. She had a lot of 
vegetables and beautiful flowers. Many families work very 
hard in their gardens to help to supplement the family 
budget.   
 

 
Above: Carla’s well-stocked garden. 
			
What did we donate to Alpha and Omega?	
This year for the first time we donated a range of items of 
aid to a small Romanian charity, Alpha and Omega. 
 
The team supports 150 poor families and organises 
children’s camps every year. Nelu and Ani Foit are joined 
in the work by Grig and Corina Somesan.  
 
During the month of July each year, three camps are run 
for children aged 10 to 12 years; 13 to 16 years and 6 to 9 
years. Volunteers also help at the camps, but it is not 
always easy to get the desired number of helpers.  
 
In the month of May this year the team also provided a 
Ladies Retreat for around 30 ladies who have the 
challenging roles of bringing up families. Some also have 
sick family members which brings added stress and 
uncertainty.  
	

 
Above: Hugh meets the Alpha and Omega Team.  
	
We set off with Nelu to make several home visits to deliver 
much needed clothes and other items. We travelled to the 
outskirts of the village of Surduc to visit Mina. Access to 
her remote house is difficult, but she was delighted to see 
us.  We then drove to the village to see another family.        



 
Above: A welcome from Mina as we arrive with clothes and   
shoes.   
 

 
Above: This jacket fits perfectly!   
 
The next morning Nelu collected us and drove us to 
his home. He and Ani then prepared a picnic lunch 
for us as we would be in the countryside all day. We 
drove to the store at Baile Felix and collected a stock 
of clothing and bedding to distribute to the families 
in the course of the day. 	
	

 
 Above: The Dorel’s family home. 	
 
We began by visiting Filip Dorel in the village of Ineu. 
The rest of the family were not at home when we called. 
We delivered a duvet and some clothes. There is a well in 	

the garden and the water comes from 6 m / 19.5 ft. below 
the surface! Nelu checked that the water was flowing 
properly and that it was clean.  
 

	
Above: Nelu checks out the water supply.  
 
We then visited a family near the village of Săbolciu. The 
children were enjoying playing outdoors. We said “Hello” 
to Gran and gave her food. As the weather was so hot and 
sunny, we wanted to get ice cream for the family. We went 
to the village shop and bought ice cream and chocolate- 
filled bread rolls which were gratefully received.  
 

 
Above: A welcome visit to bring food and ice cream!  
 
We drove to Tria to see a family which the team supports. 
 

													 						 
          Above: A house in the village of Tria. 	
 



We brought.sleeping bags for the children while Nelu 
brought some food and a little money to enable Gran to 
buy some medicine.  
	

	
Above: Gifts of new sleeping bags for the girls.  
 
Our next stop was in the village of Sârbi where we visited 
the Cret family. We gave them clothes and enjoyed a 
chat. Mum took advantage of the warm sunny weather to 
do a large washing! 
 

	
Above and below: The Cret family receive new clothes. 

	
	
The next day, we drove into the beautiful countryside in 
the Boga region where Alpha and Omega have their camp 
facility. Hugh and I were given an extensive tour of the  

whole area and the very comfortable rooms. There are also 
excellent recreational areas and a park.  
  

 
Above: The stunning view from the camp.  
 

 
Above: The main building.  
 
As well as accommodation, the main building has a 
modern kitchen and a bright meeting room. The toilets and 
shower facilities are nearby.  
 

 
Above: The toilets and shower facilities. 
 
There are many attractions for children and young people 
with swings and a football park, or just to run around! 



 
Above: Part of the playing area. 	
 
Cooking for a large group requires modern spacious  
facilities and the kitchen is fully equipped for the 
challenge each year.  
 

	
Above: The external view of the accommodation, kitchen and 
dining block. 	
 

	
Above: The spacious dining area. 	
 
The children and teenagers have an enjoyable time 
playing, hiking and making new friends. In addition to 
this, feedback after the second week of camp this year 
included a message from a mum who said; “Thank you 
	

for making my children feel special’’. This was important 
for the children because being poor sometimes makes them 
feel inferior when mixing with others. 
 
Girls and boys have their own dormitories and their leaders 
are on hand should there be any emergencies or illness.  
Hugh and I were very impressed when Grig showed us 
round the comfortable and spacious accommodation.  
 

	
Above: One of the dormitory buildings.	
 

	
Above: Hugh checks out the facilities in the dormitory. 	
 
We spent a night in the main building with rooms in this 
tranquil setting overlooking the beautiful hills, trees and 
fields.   
 
We travelled the 90 minute journey back to Oradea the 
following evening. As we enjoyed the scenery, it was easy 
to see why so many people find enjoyment in the region.  
	
The Children’s Day  
The hospice staff arranged a Children’s Day as in previous 
years when the staff treat the sick children and their 
families. Even after a family loses a member, support is 
maintained for a year following bereavement. This 
includes families of adult cancer patients and the families 
of children with cancer, but also those children suffering  



from other life-threatening and life-limiting illnesses. 
During our visit, the hospice’s caseload was well in 
excess of 100 families. 
 
We were taken by bus to the picturesque setting of the 
Fisherman’s Inn with its beautiful thatched-roofed 
buildings.  
 

 
Above: The bus is ready to leave as excited families gather.  
 
As in previous years, when we arrived we were treated to 
a delicious meal. The staff were very friendly and helpful 
and they did all they could to make our visit a memorable 
event for everyone.  
 
Many of the children were meeting each other for the first 
time, but they soon made new friends and had great fun. 
 

 
Above and below: Families gathered for our meal.  

 

 
Above: Hugh and I joined Marinela and a family for our meal. 
 

 
Above: Dr Beni with his wife Cristina and son Emanuel. 
 

 
Above: Parents, children and friends all enjoyed themselves.   
 
After our meal the children ran excitedly to the large park 
to begin the games. Everyone had a great time playing the 
team games and also the individual events. Everyone was 
keen to be a winner!  
 
Thanks to all the helpers who arranged the games and 
joined in the fun! 



	
Above and Below: Team games and individual efforts!	

 
 	

	
	Above: Fun for all ages.  
	
There were also interesting things for younger children 
and those less able to run about.  
 
Blowing bubbles always holds a great fascination for the 
children. They can make a colourful stream of bubbles,  
especially if there is a breeze.  
 
Another attraction for many children was the chance to 
visit the face-painting department!. They had the chance 
to be a character of their choice. Mums and Dads don’t 
have to worry as the paints will clean off easily! 
 

 
Above: Gordon gives a demonstration on making bubbles! 
	

 
Above: Blowing bubbles and face painting are great fun. 
	

	
Above: A brightly painted face! 
			
After the games, bubbles and face-painting, the children 
gathered for what is the highlight of the day for many. We 
had brought many boxes of toys from Scotland and Estera 
arranged them in a lovely display. Each child was to 
receive a toy in an orderly way. The plan was that the 
children all had the opportunity to look at the toys and 
decide which one they would like. Estera had a bag with 
numbers carefully written on pieces of paper. She let each 
child pick out a piece of paper from her bag.   



 
Above: An opportunity to get a close look before the start! 
																	

	
Above: The children pick a number. 	
	

 
Above: Comparing numbers and waiting to be called.  
 
Once everyone had their number, Estera called out the 
numbers and each child came forward when their number 
was called and picked a toy of their choice. 
 
This was a time of great excitement as the children hoped 
that the toy they wanted wasn’t picked by someone else. 
There were sighs of relief and cries of delight as the  
children picked their toys. 

   	 	
   Above and Below: Delight at being able to choose their very  
    own toy. 

				  
 

				  
    Above: Mum left holding the toys! 
 
Behind the smiles and laughter, whether it is a child or an 
adult, there is the knowledge that a loved-one in the family 
is seriously ill or has died. The work of the hospice staff 
provides a unique opportunity for everyone to come 
together, relax and enjoy a time of fun with other people 
who have similar experiences.  
 
It is a great privilege for us to be able to help to support  
the Children’s Day. This is only possible by donations 
from our faithful supporters. We already have a lot of toys 
and many other things for our next visit.  



	
Above and Below: More happy faces.  

 
 

 
Above: A group photograph to end the day.  
 
The smilies at the end of the day say it all! Everyone had  
a very enjoyable time and left for home tired, but happy.  
 
We are so grateful to the hospice staff who work so hard 
to organise and provide this special event every year for 
the benefit of the families.  
 
Planning for Home  
When Hugh and I arrived back at our rooms we had to 
turn our thoughts to packing in preparation for the trip 
home the next day. We also reflect on what else we can 
do to support the hospice and the sick, poor and needy in 
the Oradea area. Many things which we take for granted 
in Scotland are simply not available in parts of Romania. 

Hospitality  
While in Oradea we stayed in guest rooms at the Emanuel  
Baptist Church as usual where we had our breakfast. Prior 
to our arrival, Estera and Miriam had purchased the items 
we asked for and the fridge was well-stocked! We had 
lunch with the hospice staff each day and also dinner on a 
number of occasions. Nelu and Ani Foit also took good 
care of us during our visit.  
 
Time to say “Good-bye” 
As usual during such visits, the time passed very quickly 
and it was time to say “Good-bye” to our co-workers and 
friends who welcomed us so warmly and showed us great 
kindness.   
 

 
Above: Gordon and Hugh with Dr Beni. 
 

 
Above: Most of the hard-working team at Emanuel Hospice 
with Hugh and Gordon.  
 
Medicines are scarce and expensive resources which are 
essential when bringing professional medical care and 
comfort to the sick. On our return home from the trip, we 
purchased and sent a consignment of medical supplies to 
the hospice. This was delivered in mid-November.  
 
Thank You!  
I hope you have found our 2017 Report both challenging 
and helpful in learning a little of our work. For those of 
you who have supported us in any way, I should like to 
extend a very sincere “Thank you” once more on behalf 



of my fellow-trustees, our co-workers at Emanuel 
Hospice, Alpha and Omega and the sick, poor, needy and 
elderly in Romania.  
 
All support given to us is gratefully received and is 
essential for us to operate effectively. We never take 
anything or anyone for granted. The needs remain very 
real and often long-term for the people concerned.  
 
Our store is rapidly filling up with a lot of goods for our 
next trip and we are encouraged by this. We start the 
sorting and packing tasks early in the New Year. 
 
As usual after the trip, we keep busy for the remainder of 
the year. We update this web site and publish and post out 
our annual newsletter.  
 
We also deliver Power Point presentations which show 
images of the distribution of goods and some of the 
recipients similar to what you have seen in this Report. 
We are also on hand to answer any questions audiences 
may have concerning our work.  
 
If you would like to arrange a presentation for your 
church or other organisation, or if you would just like to 
know more about our work, please e-mail me at any time.  
 
I can be contacted at gordon@saee.org.uk which you  
can access on this web site. 
 
I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging 
but rewarding work. Thank you again.  
 
Dr Gordon Lyon,  
Chairman of Trustees. 


