
 
 
2018 Report  
Welcome to the Report of our work in 2018. Our  team 
has been very busy once again. I hope you find our 
Report informative and encouraging.  
 
What did we do this year? 
As usual, we collected aid which was then sorted, packed, 
labelled, counted, weighed and loaded. We also gave 
presentations of our work to a range of interested parties. 
Thanks to the consistent support of individuals, churches 
and other organisations, we were able to support many 
sick, poor and needy people in Bihor county once again.  
 
Where did we go? 
Hugh Gilchrist and I travelled to Oradea in June where 
we donated various items of aid to Emanuel Hospice. We 
then spent time in house-visits and were taken round by 
our good friend, Estera Ciobanu who is the hospice’s 
social worker Once again, it was a privilege to travel to 
the villages and meet the patients and their families.  
 
We also visited our colleagues at Alpha and Omega and 
spent several days with them.   
 
What did we donate?  
We donated a range of essential items to meet the hospice’s 
operational needs and to help children. We gave medical 
equipment and incontinence pads. We also gave nappies, 
nightwear, toiletries, craft items and toys.  
 
We visited a lady in Oradea who was sick. She had a 
troubled homelife in the past, but she now stays with her 
married daughter, son-in-law and her grandchildren. We 
took new blankets made by our co-workers and also clothes 
and toys for the grandchildren.  
 

 
Above: The loving gift of a new blanket.  
 
 
 

          

 
Above: Estera gives a warm and colourful blanket. 
 
We then visited the home of a young couple with their one-
year old daughter, Jennifer. Norbert, her dad had recently 
been diagnosed with an illness and he was making 
arrangements for medical treatment.   
 

 
Above: We had toys for Jennifer while mum and dad look on.  
 
We then went to the beautiful village of Hidişelu de Sus 
and visited Bogdán and his mum. We received a warm  
welcome and Bogdán’s gran had prepared doughnuts and 
juice! This was much appreciated as it was hot and sunny.   
 
 
 
 
 



Our arrival was timely as Bogdán’s electric scooter 
wasn’t working properly. We devised a plan whereby we 
could replace the scooter. We measured access to the 
main rooms in the house. The new scooter would have to 
be able to get into the rooms at home as well as easy to 
operate outdoors. We have now acquired a replacement 
scooter and will have it delivered to Bogdán.  
 

 
Above: Estera with Bogdán and his mum. 
 

 
Above: Bogdán outside his home. 
 
Estera and her colleagues always arrange a treat for the 
families of sick children and also for those who have been 
bereaved for up to a year after the death of the family 
member. This is a major undertaking, but one to which 
the Emanuel Hospice staff are fully committed.  
 
It was decided to arrange two separate events as teenagers 
enjoy different activities from that of younger children.  
 

This year the teenagers were treated to the cinema where 
they saw a film about dinosaurs! This proved to be a great 
hit with everyone and it wasn’t too scary!  
 

 
Above: The teenagers and helpers ready for the dinosaurs! 
 
The fun didn’t end after the film as we went to a lovey 
restaurant, the Mesopotamia for lunch. We had a delicious 
meal of venison sliced nicely with chips, salad and soft 
drinks. The children thoroughly enjoyed it and it was a 
special time for us to see some familiar faces again! 
 

 
Above and below: Some of the group enjoying lunch.  

 
The restaurant and cinema are located in a modern 
shopping mall which belies the very real poverty in many 
homes just a few minutes’ drive from the city centre.  
 



Deliveries with Alpha and Omega 
Monday morning saw the start of a gruelling day’s travel. 
Nelu Foit, a trustee picked us up to spend the day visiting 
remote villages and some very poor families.  
 
Firstly we went to our store at the Bethel Pentecostal 
Church at Băile Felix where we loaded the van for the 
day’s visits. A band of willing volunteers, including 
Nelu’s wife Ani had already arranged warm clothing, 
shoes, bedding and other specific items for each family.    
 

 
Above: Volunteers take a brief stop having loaded the van.  
 
Our first visit was to the village of Sârbi, where we met 
the Cret family and gave them clothes, shoes and some 
household items. We spent some time with them and were 
given a tour of their home.  
 

 
Above and below: A happy visit to the Cret family in Sârbi. 

 

What did we donate to Alpha and Omega? 
We donated warm clothing for all ages including babies, 
shoes, bedding, knitted blankets, curtains, dishes and 
cultery.   
 
We then visited the village of Almaşu Mic, Bihor County 
where we met the Gurbai family. We delivered warm 
clothes and they were delighted to see Nelu again, a regular 
visitor to the family home.  
 

 
Above: We arrived at lunch time! 
 

 
Above: The family with some of the items we donated.   
 
We then set off and found a suitable place to stop for 
lunch. Ani had prepared a delicious picnic lunch for us. 
The countryside was beautiful and the day was sunny and 
very, very hot. We heard a cockoo in the distance enjoying 
the early summer warmth.   
 
 



 
 Above: A stop for lunch in the countryside.  
 
We then travelled to the village of Poclușa de Barcău and 
gave clothing to the Ventel family.  

 

 
Above: Gabriela and Alexander with clothing for the family.   
 

 
Above: The Ventel family. 
 
Notice the well in the garden which still provides the only 
source of water in many rural homes. Clearly, they can be 
unreliable in hot, dry weather.  

We then drove to the village of Trei clothes for the Balogh 
family.  
 

 
Above: The Balogh family.  
 

Above: Children are curious from an early age!  
 
We then returned home after a very hot and gruelling day. 
  
Next day – more deliveries 
The next day we set off to load the van for more deliveries  
to needy people who lived in remote areas.  
 

 
Above: Supplies are brought from the store for delivery. 



 
Above: All available space is used for the day’s work.  
 

 
Above: Ready for departure.  
 
We travelled to the village of Corbeşti where we visited 
several families. In order  to get to our destination, we 
had to cross a small river. Fortunately, in summer the 
river wasn’t  too fast-flowing or deep. Driving through 
the water, however, still required considerable skill.    
 

 
Above: Entering the river to visit several families.  
 
Firstly, we met Maria who lives alone in her little house. 
She keeps a few chickens to help her survive in the 
remote area. Limited water and electricity services always 
make life challenging in such an environment, but for the 
many country-folk this has become a way of life.   
Due to the poor roads, we had arranged to meet several 
families at a central ‘drop-off point’.  

 
Above: Hugh outside Maria’s house.  
 

 
Above: Ani chats with Maria to find out how she is coping.  
 
We gave Maria clothes to help her during the cold winter 
weather. Heating in such homes is usually limited to a 
wood-burning fire which is little comfort against bitter 
winds.  
 
We said “Goodbye” to Maria and made our way to meet 
other needy families.  
 

 
Above: Some of the group who gathered to welcome us.  



 
Above: Grateful children posed for our photograph. 
 

 
Above: Time to say “Good-bye” until the next time.  
 

 
Above: Back across the river!  

 
Above: A welcome break for lunch.  
 
Ani prepared a delicious picnic lunch for us which was a 
welcome break during a hot and sunny day. Grig Coman, 
another trustee, joined us for the day and drove the van. 
 
The Hospice Children’s Day  
As we report each year, the hospice staff arrange a 
Children’s Day when the staff treat the sick children and 
their families. Even after a family loses a member, support 
is maintained by the hospice staff for a year following the 
bereavement. This includes families of adult cancer 
patients and the families of children with cancer and other 
life-threatening and life-limiting illnesses.   
 
Once again, we are very thankful for the friendly and 
generous hospitality of the management and staff at the 
Hanul Pescarilor (Fisherman’s Inn). 
  

 
Above: The entrance to the Fisherman’s Inn.   
 
We were taken by bus to this delightful place with its 
beautiful thatched-roofed buildings and spacious games 
field.  
 
As in previous years, when we arrived we were treated to a 
delicious meal. The staff were very caring and helpful and 
they did all they could to make our visit a memorable event 
for everyone.  
 



 
Above: The tranquil setting at the Inn.  
 

 
 Above: Dr Beni with his wife Cristina and son Emanuel. 
 

 
Above: We all enjoyed a delicious meal.  
 
Many of the children were meeting each other for the first 
time, but they soon made new friends and had great fun. 
 
We always remember that behind every smile there is a 
life of sadness or loss. Some are struggling with personal 
anxieties of illness with pain or discomfort. For others it 
may be a sibling who is ill, a son, a daughter or perhaps 
even a grandchild.  
 
 
 

Today is a day of respite when everyone can set aside the 
everyday burdens, albeit for a short time.  

 
Above: Team games are great fun!   
 
After our meal the children wasted no time in heading to 
the games field to begin the afternoon’s activities. 
Everyone had a great time playing the team games and also 
the individual events. Everyone was keen to be a winner!  
 
Thanks to all those who worked so hard in organising thing 
to make the day so memorable. We realise that a lot of time 
and planning goes into this event.  
 

 
Above and below: Live entertainment with choruses!                      

 
 



After the games and, singing it was time to give out toys 
to the children. Thanks to our many supporters, this year 
we were able to donate 58 boxes, bags and large 
individual toys. If you gave us toys, you may see the new 
owner below! 
 
The procedure was conducted in a very efficient way.  
The children all had an opportunity to look at the toys and 
decide which one they would like. Estera had a bag with 
numbers carefully written on pieces of paper. Each child 
picked out a piece of paper from her bag with their 
number.   
 

 
Above: Estera calls out the numbers to an eager audience.  
 

 
Above and Below: Children with their new toys. 

 

 
Above and below: Children with their new toys. 

 
 
Not all of the toys we brought were used at this happy 
event and there was a good stock remaining. Estera makes 
frequent home vists to many families and makes a point of  
giving gifts for many months after our visit.  



 
Above and below: Children with their new toys. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above and below: Children with their new toys. 

 
 

 
Above: A group picture of the children with their new toys.  
 
The distribution of the toys saw the end of a happy day 
when the children and adults made new friends.  
 
It is a great privilege for us to be able to support the 
Children’s Day and we already have a lot of toys and other 
things for our next visit.  
 
 
 
 



Planning for Home  
At the end of our visit we always reflect on what else we 
can do to support the hospice and the sick, poor and 
needy in Oradea and throughout Bihor county.  
 
We often comment on the many things which we take for 
granted in Scotland which are simply not available in 
many parts of Romania. This is one of the benefits of 
going rather than just sending things. 
 
Hospitality  
While in Oradea, we stayed at our regular base in the 
guest rooms at the Emanuel Baptist Church as usual 
where we had breakfast. Prior to our arrival, Estera and 
Rodica had purchased the items we asked for and the 
fridge was well-stocked! We had lunch with the hospice 
staff each day and also dinner on a number of occasions. 
Nelu and Ani Foit also took good care of us during our 
visit.  
 
I would like to express a very big “Thank you” for 
hospitality given. Everyone had very full schedules but 
still willingly hosted us in the evenings.  
 
Time to say “Good-bye” 
As usual during such visits, the time passed very quickly 
and it was time to leave our co-workers and friends who 
welcomed us so warmly and showed us great kindness.   
 

 
Above: Gordon and Hugh say “Goodbye” to the Hospice 
Team. 
 
Thank You!  
I hope you have found our 2018 Report informative and 
helpful in learning a little of our work. For those of you 
who have supported us in any way, I should like to 
extend a very sincere “Thank you” once more on behalf 
of my fellow-trustees, our co-workers at Emanuel 
Hospice, Alpha and Omega and the sick, poor, needy and 
elderly in Romania.  
 
All support given to us is gratefully received and is 
essential for us to operate effectively. We never take 
anything or anyone for granted. The needs remain very 
real and often long-term for the people concerned.  

Our store is rapidly filling up with a lot of goods for our 
next trip and this is a great source of encouragement.   
 
We normally start sorting and packing the goods in 
January, but the response so far has been overwhelming.   
We have started our sorting and packing and in just four 
days, our team of dedicated volunteers processed over one 
and a half tonnes of aid! 
 
After each trip, we keep busy for the remainder of the year. 
We update this web site and publish and post out our 
annual newsletter.  
 
Throughout the year, we also deliver Power Point 
presentations which show images of the distribution of 
goods and some of the recipients similar to what you have 
seen in this Report. We are also on hand to answer any 
questions audiences may have concerning our work.  
 
If you would like to arrange a presentation for your 
church or other organisation, or if you would just like to 
know more about our work, please e-mail me at any time.  
 
I can be contacted at gordon@saee.org.uk which you  
can access on this web site. 
 
I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging but 
rewarding work. Thank you again.  
 
Dr Gordon Lyon,  
Chairman of Trustees 
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