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(A Christian Development Project)

2019 Report

Welcome to the report of our work in 2019. Our team has
been even busier this year. | hope you find the details
informative and encouraging.

What did we do this year?

Given that we have well established procedures each
year, this section may seem repetitive to some readers.
While some people may have been patients in 2018,
others have been diagnosed since our last visit.

We collected aid throughout the year which was then
sorted, packed, weighed, counted, labelled and loaded.
We also gave presentations of our work to a range of
interested parties and to new groups who expressed an
interest in our work. Thanks to the consistent support of
individuals, churches and other organisations, we were
able to support many sick, poor and needy people in
Bihor county.

Where did we go?

We made our annual trip to Oradea in June where we
donated various items to Emanuel Hospice. We spent a
lot of time on home-visits. We travelled with our good
friend, Estera, the hospice’s social worker and then with
Adriana, the hospice’s new psychologist. It was a
privilege to meet the patients and their families.

We also visited our colleagues at the Alpha and Omega
charity and spent some time with them.

What did we donate?

We donated medical items and other things to the
hospice. We gave them incontinence pads, nappies,
nightwear, knitted items, walking aids, wheelchairs, a
motorised scooter, toiletries, arts and craft items and toys.
We also gave clothes for all ages, bedding, shoes and
household goods to Alpha and Omega.

Above: Alex’s mum has to give round-the-clock care.

Our first visit was to the village of Salard where we met
our patient Alex (12) who sustained brain damage after
being struck by a car some time ago. He is confined to bed
and requires constant care.

After our visit in 2018, we were devastated to learn that
four of Alex’s sisters had also been involved in a road
accident. Three of the girls were seriously injured and one
of them had her left foot amputated.

We opened a box for Diana, the youngest family member.
She was overjoyed with all the books and toys. We also
gave bedding and pyjamas. Alex receives regular medical
support from the hospice.

Above: Diana discovers a boxful of treasures!

We then visited Bogdan and his mum again having met
them in 2018. A kind member of our church purchased a
replacement electric scooter as the one he had was now
unreliable. (See our 2018 report). Bogdan and his mum
were thrilled with the new delivery!

Above: Bogdan tries out his new scooter.

We returned to Oradea to visit our patient, Damian (15).
He has a brain tumour which has caused him to lose his
sight.



Estera thoughtfully sought out an audible game which
Damian could use and after a few instructions, he was
able to navigate the buttons.
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Above: Estera explais to Damian how his game works.

Estera is always careful to include other family members
when she brings games and toys on her visits. On this
occasion she brought a fairy castle for Damian’s sisters
Alexandra and Pria.

They were very happy with their very own ‘castle’ and
quickly set about putting all the pieces together.
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Above: Alexandra and Pria are delighted with their new toy.

The psychologist has a key role in helping patients of all
ages come to terms with their illness. In this context, there
is also a Crafts Class for the children.

We take out Play-Doh, painting books and various other
items with which the children can make things. They can
also draw, paint and express their creative talents in a
happy and safe environment.

Adriana took us on two home-visits to see patients. The
hospice cares for patients of all ages and it is always a
delight for us to meet them in person.

Our first visit was in Oradea to meet Maria who is very
sick. Her home is in a village, but she is currently living

with her daughter and niece. They live in a top flat and
Maria doesn’t get out much, nor does she have many
visitors.

We gave Maria night clothes, t-shirts and a lovely floral
dressing gown which you can see below.

Above: Adriana with Maria in her new dressing gown.

We said “Goodbye” to Maria and travelled to our next visit
where we met Andrea who is also very sick. She is being
cared for by her cousin.

Andrea is a talented artist, but sadly, she is not able to
enjoy her hobby as she is in pain at times. Adriana
comforted her and showed great compassion during our
visit. We gave her night clothing including a dressing
gown and toiletries which you can see below.

Above: Adriana with Andrea as Hugh looks on.

The next morning we set off into the beautiful countryside
to make two home visits. Firstly, we travelled to the village
of Gepiu to visit our young patient Chanela who is just one
year old and very sick.

We brought clothes, knitted blankets and bedding. We also
brought toys for the older siblings. The children were
lovely and really appreciated everything we had brought.



It is always a joy for us to bring the toys for the children.
In the UK, most children get lots of new toys each year
for Christmas, birthdays or on other special occasions.

Sadly, it is easy for us to forget that the affluence of the
West is not usually the norm for children in many
countries in Eastern Europe.
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Above: Estera cradles one-week old Isaac.
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Home-visits are often made to remote villages and we set
off to visit our patient, Bianca who lives with her mum and
two sisters.
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Above: Bianca’s family home.

Above: Gordon also got down to business with the toys! We were delighted to meet the family and we were made

) ) o very welcome. Bianca is sick and is currently undergoing
Mum had I’ecently glven birth to the latest addition to the treatment under close medical Supervision_

family and he was safely home when we visited.



She loves soft toys and we brought some for her and her
sisters. We also gave the family toiletries, including
toothbrushes and toothpaste.

Above: é'()fdon with Mum, Mihaela, Alina, Laura, an
Bianca.

Alpha and Omega

We spent time with our co-workers at Alpha and Omega
travelling to more remote villages to deliver clothing, so
we began by loading up for the day’s work.

s

Above: Our donations were stored in Bethesda entecostal
Church in Badile Felix.

Above: Hugh waits ready for departur.

We visited an area to which we had travelled last year
(2018) and met many familiar faces. The journey to
Corbesti was unusual as we had to cross a small river.
Fortunately, in the hot weather the river was reduced to a
trickle in places. This allowed Grig to slowly navigate his
Above: Some of the aid which we gave to Alpha and Omega  \ay to our convenient drop-off point. While Grig drove,
for the poor. the rest of us used the footpath to reach our destination.
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and below: Travelling by river and footpath!

Everyone was pleased to see us and we gave out clothes
to the waiting families.
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Above: Children with some of the clothes we brought.

The Children’s Day

One of the events we particularly enjoy each year is the
Children’s Day organised by the hospice staff. The event
is open to every family which has a sick person and also
to every family which has been bereaved within the last
year.

The event involves a lot of detailed planning while the
staff are also carrying out their normal working duties.

The Children’s Day usually begins at 2.00pm when the
coach and cars leave the hospice and take excited children,
parents, other family members and friends to the venue.
We travelled to the Fisherman’s Inn which is a short drive
into the countryside and provides a lovely setting.

We began with a delicious meal for everyone and this gave
an opportunity to make new friends in the shade from the
hot summer sunshine. It was lovely for us to see some
friends from previous years.




After our meal, the children were ready to make for the
playing field. We were grateful to some of the students
from Emanuel University who came along to organise the
games and choruses. Everyone had great fun!

Above: Discovery learning can be such fun.

Above and below: The children enjoyed individual and team
games.

Above: Friendships were forme at all ages!

After the fun and games, it was time to sit down for a rest
and the chance to learn some choruses. The children were
eager to learn and with the help of the adults, it wasn’t
long before music filled the air!

Above: Estera gave a demonstration of the Hula Hoop!

There was something for everyone to do and it’s always
interesting to see the various attractions for each age
group. There are no age barriers to the activities and it’s
an opportunity to try out something for the first time, orto  The final event of the day was the opportunity for the
polish up on skills acquired in childhood. children to chose a toy from the wide selection on view.

Above: The chance to learn some choruses.




Estera and her team had laid out some of the toys which
we had brought to Oradea. The arrangement was that the
children would come out and view the toys. They could
then pick the one which they would like.

The children lined up in an orderly queue and one at a
time they went forward and picked their favourite toy.

with their new toy
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We always remember that behind every smile there is a
life of sadness or loss. Some are struggling with personal
anxieties of illness with pain or discomfort. For others it
may be a sibling who is ill, a son, a daughter or perhaps

a grandchild. The day out was a time of respite when
everyone was able to set aside the everyday burdens, even
for just a few hours.

Above and below: Children wi’ their new to

Above: Another happy child with her toy.

When going on home-visits, the hospice staff are always
careful to bring toys for all children in the family — not
only the patient. This is seen as very important as parents
or carers are focussed on a sick child and it is a way for
siblings to see that they are also being remembered.



Above: Yet another happy Chl|d with h|s toy'

As the day drew to a close, there was a look of delight on
the children’s faces. Adults too had joined in the fun and
everyone prepared to go home — tired but happy!

Above: A group plcture of the children with thelr toys.

Planning for Home

At the end of our visit we always reflect on what else we
can do to support the hospice and the sick, poor and
needy in Oradea and throughout Bihor county.

There are many things which we take for granted in
Scotland which are simply not available in many parts of
Romania. This is one of the benefits of going to the
country rather than just sending things.

Hospitality

During our visit, we stayed at our regular base in the
guest rooms at the Emanuel Baptist Church. We had
breakfast there as usual. Prior to our arrival, Rodica from
the hospice had purchased the items we asked for and the
fridge was well-stocked when we arrived! We usually had
lunch with the hospice staff each day and also dinner on a
number of occasions. Nelu and Ani Foit from Alpha and
Omega also took good care of us during our visit.

I would like to express a very big “Thank you” for the
hospitality given. Our co-workers all had very busy
schedules but were willing to host us in the evenings.

Time to say “Good-bye”

As usual during such visits, the time passed very quickly
and it was soon time to leave our co-workers and friends
who welcomed us so warmly and showed us great
kindness.

Above: Dr Beni (Left) and Estera (Scond from right) with
Hugh, Gordon and other members of the Hospice Team.

Thank You!

I hope you have found our 2019 report informative and
helpful. For those of you who have supported us in any
way, | should like to express a very sincere “Thank you”
on behalf of my fellow-trustees, our co-workers at
Emanuel Hospice, Alpha and Omega, the widows and the
orphans, the fatherless and the sick, poor, needy and
elderly in Bihor county, Romania.

All the support given to us is gratefully received and is
essential for us to operate effectively. We never take
anything or anyone for granted. The needs remain very real
and often long-term for the people concerned.

What else do we do?
We have already been given a lot of goods for our next trip
which is a great source of encouragement.

We normally start our sorting and packing in January, but
the response has been so good that we worked during the
month of November. In just four days, our team of
dedicated volunteers processed over 1.7 tonnes of aid!

Between our annual trips, we are also kept busy with a
wide range of tasks. We update this website and publish
and post out our annual newsletter. Telephone enquiries
and the collection of aid are also ongoing aspects of our
work.

We also deliver Power Point presentations which show
images of the distribution of goods and some of the
recipients similar to what you have seen in this report. We



are also on hand to answer any questions which audiences
may have concerning our work.

If you would like to arrange a presentation for your
church or other organisation, or if you would just like to
know more about our work, please e-mail me at any time.

I can be contacted at lyongordon49@gmail.com which
you can access on this website.

I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging
but rewarding work. Thank you again.

Dr Gordon Lyon,
Chairman of Trustees
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