
 
 
Dear Friend  
 
This year Nigel Yates and I made our annual visit to 
Oradea, Romania. This was Nigel’s third visit to the 
country.  Once again we had the opportunity to see our 
co-workers in Emanuel Hospice. We also visited Caminul 
Felix and PULS, the two other charities operating in 
Oradea which we support.  
 
I hope you find our report for 2025 interesting and 
challenging.  
 
What did we do this year?  
As announced last year, we have stopped collecting, 
sorting, packing and sending aid and we now use our 
funds to purchase the aid in Oradea where things are now 
available. In this way the aid is targeted more accurately 
buying exactly what is needed. It is available the same 
day rather than awaiting delivery from the UK.    
 
What did we donate to the Hospice?  
We bought lots of nappies of various sizes, baby pants 
and a range of medicines. We bought Romanian and 
Hungarian Bibles and other books to help patients discuss 
their illnesses and come to terms with their future. We 
also donated over 70 colostomy bags.  
 
We gave PULS several hundred nappies of various sizes.  
 
We bought Caminul Felix shampoo, washing powder 
(20kg bags!), fabric conditioner, washing-up liquid, 
shower gel, liquid soap, kitchen spray and insect repellant. 
Most of these items are expensive for the locals to buy. 
We purchased an equal amount of every item for the 
families in the sixteen homes – six homes in Village 1 and 
ten homes in Village 2. The aid was delivered as soon as 
it was purchased.  
 

                                                                  
Above: Nigel and Dan from Caminul Felix loading the washing 
powder.     

    
  
 

 
Above and below: Our purchases were loaded onto high-
capacity trolleys.  

 
 
It is a major benefit for each charity to send us their requests  
several weeks before our departure from the UK. They can 
request exactly what they need and know their budget 
allocation well in advance of our arrival. In this way, we 
have a clear plan when we come.  
 

 
Above: Checking out the aid ready for immediate delivery.  



 
Above and below: Gordon and Nigel load the van.  

 
 
It’s always interesting for us to meet the residents at their 
homes and to be able to bring home images to show our 
supporters what we have achieved. We visited both 
Village 1 and Village 2 and met many of the recipients.   
 
The following images show grateful families taking 
delivery of the goods.  
 
Every time we visit Caminul Felix we are struck by the 
tranquility of the place. Any traffic is very slow-moving 
and the whole environment is completely safe for 
children. 
 

 
Above: A grateful family takes delivery of their aid.  

The houses are very well maintained and decorated with 
colourful flowers and plants which are seen to advantage 
during our summer visits.  
 

 
Above: One of the beautiful Swedish-style houses.  
 

 
Above and below: A friendly greeting from more of the 
residents.  

 
 
A key feature of Caminul Felix is the range and variety of 
training opportunities for young people growing up and 
wishing to gain paid employment. Unless such openings 
can be provided, young people can lose motivation.  
 
 



Over the years, we have witnessed such situations across 
the country where the potential of youth is not harnessed 
in meaningful and productive ways. People can easily 
become disillusioned.  
 
Paid employment gives a sense of purpose to the youth 
especially and can also bring benefits to the wider 
community.  
 
We  are delighted that Caminul Felix recognises this and 
provides on-hand support and hope for the future.  
 

 
Above and below: Happy smiles and grateful hearts! 

 
 
Membership of the European Union from January 2007 
brought a rise in living standards for many Romanians.  
It heralded opportunities for significant investment such 
as  manufacturing and the retail sector. Supermarkets, 
cash and carry outlets and petrol stations are highly 
visible examples.  
 
There are, however, those who still struggle financially 
and for which our work is much appreciated. Inflation 
rose in 2025. This has been caused by higher prices and 
an increase in VAT in the country.  
 
A practical example was that fuel prices were very similar 
to the UK during our visit.  
 
 
 

Estimated figures for the annual salary in Romania in 2025 
vary, but one source suggests around the equivalent of 
£18,000 compared with the UK’s average full time salary 
of over £39,000. Thus, a lower salary, but with fuel prices 
similar to the UK shows that some people are facing  
challenging times. We are glad to support where we are 
able.  
 

 
Above: Another basket of goods safely delivered.  
 

 
Above and Below: Happy  families receive supplies.  

 
 
 



 
Above and below: More happy families receive support.  

 
 
In Romania thirty years ago, there was major concern for 
abandoned street children. Several years ago, Caminul 
Felix staff were asked if they could house vulnerable 
adults, some with disabilities. This had emerged as a 
challenge for local officials requiring funding and other 
resources. Caminul Felix staff embarked on a major 
project to support these adults by providing homes and 
employment. A safe and stable home is a major asset. 
 

 
Above: Progress is good in the new accommodation block.  
 
 

 
Above: The central, communal area.  
 

 
Above and below: A spacious playfield in Village 2 with safe 
paths.  

 
 
PULS  
We met our co-workers from PULS and renewed our 
contact with them after a year. It was lovely to see them 
again and catch up on their work and their latest plans.   
 
We provided nappies of various sizes to cater for the 
children from newborn up to 2 years of age. We placed a 
high-value order which meant that our supplier gave us free 
delivery for the nappies! We also received a very large box 
of sweets for the children – also free of charge!  



Later in the week, Gabi and Mihaela arranged for an 
informal meeting with the mothers to give them the 
opportunity to discuss mutual concerns. This provided a 
relaxed and loving atmosphere where their children were 
cared for during the meeting.  
 
Nigel brought a short message from the Bible giving 
encouragement and support.  
 

 
Above: Mihaela, Gordon and Nigel with the nappies safely 
delivered and unloaded.  
 

 
Above: Ready to take the nappies upstairs for storage.  
 

 
Above: Children are able to play safely.  

 
Above: An informal setting to meet and chat with mothers. 
 
Regular, safe and free medical care is provided when 
required to all mothers-to-be. Professional care is given by 
qualified, friendly and experienced staff.  
 
It is a major benefit to the clients to know that they are 
being cared for physically. They are also able to discuss 
matters of common interest with other mothers.  
 

 
Above and below: The well-equipped medical centre.  

 
  



 
Above: The bright and spacious reception area at PULS. 
 
Another aspect of PULS’s ministry is to give talks in 
schools to older children in their Purity Programme. This 
raises the children’s awareness of the consequences of 
irresponsible sexual behaviour.  
 
Demand is high to deliver the programme in the schools. 
The children are shown visual models of the various 
stages of gestation and we were informed that the boys 
show a keen interest in the models.  
 

 
Above: Visual aids shown in the Purity Programme.  
 

 
Above: A modern supermarket which we visit regularly.  

PULS support a very poor family including groceries and 
we were able to provide them during our visit.   
 

 
Above: Groceries purchased for a very poor family.  
 

 
Above: A very poor home supported by PULS.   
 
Emanuel Hospice   
It was lovely to renew contact with our co-workers at 
Emanuel Hospice. Our first visit was to buy medicines.   
 

 
Above: A local pharmacy which we used to buy medicines.   



 
Above: Estera, the hospice’s Senior Social worker, buying 
valuable medicines.  
 

 
Above: The medicines delivered to the hospice pharmacy are  
added to the stock register.  
 
The medical staff require medicines continually in order 
to treat patients of all ages. Many are terminally ill while 
others have various life-limiting illnesses. We purchased 
exactly what the hospice needed, ready for immediate use.  
 

 
Above: Some of the medicines we purchased and delivered to 
the hospice.  

 
Above: More medicines.  
 

 
Above: Nigel and Estera collect nappies and other items.   
 

 
Above: All the items we purchased had to be carefully checked.  
 
In addition to attending to the physical needs of patients, 
the hospice staff also have to deal with patients’ anxiety 
about their physical condition, what is happening to them 
and their fear for the future. This doesn’t only concern 
themselves, but also fear about leaving their families and 
friends should they die.   
 
 



The hospice invests in purchasing books which can help 
patients to understand their situation and open up dialogue 
with trained specialists at the hospice.  
 

 
Above: One of the bookshops where we buy stock.  
 
The book below titled, “Indurare Credincioşie” means  
“The Paths of the Lord are Faithfulness and Mercy” in 
English.  Such books can bring a source of comfort.  
 

 
Above: Some of the books which we purchased.  
 
We visited a young man, Kevin who has been a patient at 
the hospice for over 8 years. We all wanted a photo with 
Kevin! 
 

         
       Above: Kevin with Mum.  

    
  Above: Kevin with Estera.  
 

    
Above: Kevin with Gordon and Nigel.  
 

 
Above: Goodbye until the next time! 
 



We made six separate visits to various shops for the 
hospice in a single day. This was a hectic pace, but it 
resulted in the hospice staff having a major boost to their 
stock.  
 
When possible we also provide the hospice with funds at 
other times of the year for the purchase of medicines.  
 
One of our aims as a charity is to provide our co-workers 
with the tools to do their work. We are glad to have been 
able to do this again in 2025.  
 
We are always very impressed by the dedication, love, 
professionalism and commitment of the staff at Emanuel 
Hospice. It is always a pleasure to be co-workers with 
them  
 

 
Above: Nigel with the dedicated team at Emanuel Hospice.  
 
Heading for Home  
All too soon, it was time for us to say “Goodbye” and to 
travel home. The week passed very quickly, but thanks to 
the organised way in which the three charities prepared 
their orders and arranged our week’s schedule, everything 
went smoothly.  
 
Thank You  
Once again, I’d like to say a very sincere “Thank you” on 
behalf of my fellow-trustees and the widows, orphans, 
sick and poor of Bihor County, Romania.   
 
We plan to visit Oradea in June 2026 as usual. We will go 
with our co-workers and buy the aid locally as we did this 
year and last, a move which helps the local economy. We 
will then help to distribute some of the items when we 
hope to see some of the patients.  
 
I hope you feel a full partner with us in this challenging 
but rewarding work. Thank you for visiting our website.  
 
Dr Gordon Lyon, Chairman of Trustees. 
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